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                                                                     Building homes and hope in Bryan and College Station               

A&M dean to race across America in support of Habitat 

      
DONATE NOWDONATE NOW  Join Habitat and help us build homes and hope for deserving families!  

     “This ain’t no bicycle trip.” 

     This is a grueling race across America – from San Diego to 

Annapolis. Known as the world’s toughest bike race, the Race 

Across America (RAAM) is over 3,000 miles and includes over 

170,000 feet of vertical climb.   

     Racers must complete the trek in 12 days, averaging at least 

250 miles per day. 

Many fail along the way. 

     But José Bermudez, 

the Dean of the College 

of Liberal Arts at Texas 

A&M University, intends 

to finish – and raise 

money for B/CS Habitat 

for Humanity in the 

process. 

     José completed the 

Race Across the West 

two years ago, 860 

miles from San Diego to 

Durango, CO. So he 

knows the challenge 

he’s about to face come 

June 11. It will mean 

riding at least 20 hours 

a day, pedaling though 

the 115 degree heat of 

the desert, climbing the 

Rockies and crossing 

the Continental Divide. 

Then after about 2,500 

miles, the Appalachian Mountains stand in the way, offering 

even steeper climbs. 

     “It’s a lonely business,” José said of the ride. Riders are on 

their own, left to endure the pain and exhaustion privately. But 

the scenery is beautiful, he said. “Get in the zone and tune in.” 

     José, born in Colombia and raised in the U.K., first got into 

biking when he moved to the U.S. With no mountains in St. 

Louis, the former alpine climber had to find a new sport. When 

he moved to Texas, he started riding longer and longer 

distances. 

     As he rode through the Brazos Valley and beyond, he 

noticed something. “There’s a lot of poverty around all of these 

counties. I think people don’t realize the unequal income 

distribution. In the rural areas it becomes pretty glaring.” 

     So José is dedicating his upcoming 

race to raise money for B/CS Habitat for 

Humanity. “I’m using it as an excuse for 

people to give to Habitat,” he said. “I’m 

doing this [training and racing] – so you 

give some money to Habitat.” José is 

personally financing his race, so every 

penny donated will go to help Habitat build 

homes for local low-income families. 

     It’s not just money that José is giving 

though. Training for this race is, itself, a 

full time job. Last weekend, Jose was on 

the bike almost nonstop from 9:00 p.m. 

Friday to 9:00 p.m. Sunday. He spends 20

-30 hours a week riding, with a 

combination of long-distance rides (with 

very few rests, “because that’s how you 

lose time”) and faster, shorter rides with 

the Brazos Valley Cyclists and Texas A&M 

Cycling Team. Only a month of training 

remains before it’s go time.   

     “This ain’t no bicycle trip,” José 

correctly pointed out. Fred Boethling, 

owner of the RAAM explains, “It’s man 

against the elements, the road, and 

ultimately, him or herself.” For José Bermudez, it is all that.  But 

it’s even more. It’s a way to help others who are in need. 

José Bermudez, Dean of TAMU’s College of Liberal Arts, 

riding in the Race Across the West. Now he’s about to 

race across America - and raise money for Habitat. 

Donate to José’s RAAM Challenge at               
habitatbcs.org. 
See the course and follow the riders at                     
raceacrossamerica.org.    

 Follow José on          

Support José and Habitat!Support José and Habitat!Support José and Habitat!   

http://www.habitatbcs.org/donate/
https://npo1.networkforgood.org/Donate/Donate.aspx?npoSubscriptionId=1004765&code=General
http://www.raceacrossamerica.org
https://www.facebook.com/JoseBermudezRAAM2013


Paulina Traub named Volunteer of the Month 

         B/CS Habitat for Humanity, 119 Lake Street Bryan, TX  77801, (979) 823-7200, www.habitatbcs.org 

          Paulina Traub, a Texas A&M student, class of 2013, has been a consistent face in the Habitat for Humanity ReStore for 

the last year. Coming in at least twice a week, Paulina volunteered her marketing skills to step up the ReStore’s online presence 

through Facebook, Pinterest, and Craigslist. Not only were those efforts extremely 

successful, but she also brought joy and laughter to the staff and volunteers she worked 

with every week. 

     “Paulina is always happy and 

smiling,” ReStore associate Sua 

Lee said. “We are always happy 

to see her when she comes in!” 

     She quickly learned about 

ReStore, its products, and how 

the store helps impact the 

community by providing essential 

funds for our Habitat for Humanity 

affiliate. By building up an online 

presence for ReStore, Paulina 

helped customers and donors 

stay informed about the products, 

services and the most unique 

items that come into the store. 

She has set a high bar for 

ReStore communications. 

     “I love to talk to her and teach 

her different terminology that she doesn’t know, like armoires and chaise lounges,” Marci 

Collins at ReStore said with a laugh. “She loves hunting through the store and finding new 

things to share with our customers.” 

     “Paulina has been a joy to work with, and we consider her not only a vital part of our 

team, but also a friend,” ReStore Director Jason Schulke said. “We're going to miss her here 

at ReStore but are excited that she's graduating from college and pursuing her career!” 

Thank you Paulina! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Local restaurants donate lunch to 

our volunteers Tuesday-Friday. 

We are grateful for their support! 

Thanks to:  
 

BJ’s Restaurant 

Café Eccel 

Chuy’s 

CiCi’s 

Cotton Patch 

Crestview  Retirement 
Center 

Dickey’s BBQ 

Freddy’s 

KFC 

Ozona 

Potbelly 

Subway 

April            April            

Lunch DonorsLunch Donors  

 
A Message from  
Executive Director Marco Maina 

     The last weekend in April was a beautiful 

display of faith in action. Two families received 

the keys to their new homes thanks to the 

fundraising and volunteer efforts of numerous churches and faith 

groups in our community.   

     The Interfaith home – the 19
th
 house built by Habitat’s Faith in 

Action Committee – represented the efforts of 12 churches and 

faith groups. Many of their members were on hand Saturday to 

welcome Chakira Davenport and her two children into their new 

home. One of the Interfaith partners, First Presbyterian Church, is 

also a sponsor for a home we will begin May 18
th
.  

     Across the street, the Aggies for Christ, from the college 

ministry of A&M Church of Christ, celebrated the completion of the 

home they helped sponsor and build. Over 100 of their current and 

future student members sang a song of thanksgiving to the Wilson 

family, blessing the newest homeowners in Faith Subdivision. 

     We are inspired by the example of love and service that our 

faith community continuously demonstrates.   

Paulina helping in ReStore, with the smile always on 

her face. 


