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                                                                     Building homes and hope in Bryan and College Station               

By Alex Bitter B/CS Habitat dedicated to building green  

      
DONATE NOWDONATE NOW  Join Habitat and help us build homes and hope for deserving families!  

Habitat for Humanity is dedicated to building green. Not 

only good for the environment, it also saves Habitat 

homeowners a lot of money. Though building Energy Star 

certified green homes is a little more expensive on the front end 

and requires extra work, the benefit for Habitat families is well 

worth it. 

Energy Star is a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA) voluntary program that helps businesses and individuals 

save money and protect the climate through superior energy 

efficiency. “We estimate that by building Energy Star homes we 

save our homeowners about 

$80 a month on their electric 

bills, or more than $900 a 

year,” said Scott Jenschke, 

B/CS Habitat Director of 

Construction. Furthermore, 

he explained, by building 

green homes we reduce our 

impact on the environment 

and provide an example to 

homeowners and the 

community about how to be 

environmentally responsible.  

Building Energy Star homes is not an easy task and has 

many components. Energy Star certified homes must pass a 

pressure test that measures how much air leaks out through 

windows, the ceiling, doors, etc. If houses are not sealed 

properly, cool air escapes during the summer and hot air 

escapes during the winter. Leaks cause the heating and air 

conditioning systems to work more than needed, thus driving up 

the homeowners’ energy bills and wasting energy.  

Habitat’s construction volunteers utilize a number of 

techniques to seal the homes. Before the walls are installed, 

volunteers seal every seam and opening between the walls and 

outside with a special foam and caulk. They also seal any 

opening between the interior of a wall and the attic above. Then 

they install special foam at the top of each wall that creates a 

tighter seal between the drywall and the wooden structure of the 

home. In addition, Habitat uses a special cellulose insulation 

that can fill gaps much better than traditional insulations. Finally, 

vinyl double paned windows are installed. These windows have 

a Low E coating that blocks heat from entering through the 

glass, significantly reducing how much heat enters the house 

and how much cooling is needed. 

Once the drywall is installed, Habitat utilizes many 

techniques that can be used in any home. Great care is taken to 

properly caulk all windows, doors (both interior and exterior), 

plumbing fixtures and the floor. This caulking is essential to 

prevent the escape of heating/cooling. Insulated covers are 

installed in the attic doors, ensuring that cooled/heated air does 

not escape into the attic. The attic covers are fairly cheap (about 

$100) and can be found at most hardware stores and online.   

Scott further explained that a green home goes beyond 

the construction techniques and extends to homeowner 

education about energy efficiency. “We teach them how to 

program their air conditioning to be most efficient, how to 

maintain their homes so that they continue to be energy efficient 

and about other energy efficient practices such as when and for 

how long they need to water their yards. These education efforts 

significantly help our homeowners reduce their energy usage 

and help cultivate an atmosphere of environmental respect in 

children and other family members.”  

Several of Habitat’s newest homes in Bryan’s Faith Subdivision. 

http://www.habitatbcs.org/donate/


Drück Green named Volunteer of the Month 

         B/CS Habitat for Humanity, 119 Lake Street Bryan, TX  77801, (979) 823-7200, www.habitatbcs.org 

     Habitat is pleased to name Drück Green the Volunteer of the Month. Drück is a high 

school student who started volunteering at the ReStore to earn service hours required by his 

school, Harmony Science Academy, in Bryan.   

     But now, even though he has well-exceeded his required hours, Drück continues to 

volunteer on a daily basis. In fact, throughout June, 

whenever the ReStore was open, Drück was there, 

helping in whatever way he could. He quietly lends a 

hand wherever needed, cleaning, assisting customers, 

moving inventory and helping with pickups.   

     Marci Collins, Assistant ReStore Manager, raved 

about Drück. “Once we learned how to pronounce his 

name it was hard to find Drück because he was always 

busy doing something. He’s always willing to move what 

needs to be moved, lift what needs to be lifted and 

sweep what needs to be swept. He’s one of the most 

dependable volunteers that we’ve had, and it’s a great 

comfort to know that if he is on the schedule he will be 

here and be ready and willing to work hard.” 

     Thanks, Drück! 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Local restaurants donate lunch to 

our volunteers Tuesday-Friday. 

We are grateful for their support! 

Thanks to:  
 

Caffe Capri 

Café Eccel 

CiCi’s Pizza 

Crestview Retirement 
Center 

Freeb!irds 

Grub Burger Bar 

KFC 

Newk’s Express Café 

Olive Garden 

Outback Steakhouse 

Subway 

The Tap 

June Lunch June Lunch 

DonorsDonors  

     José Bermudez is not your average 
homebuilder. His tool of choice is a bicycle.   
     José embarked in the Race Across 
America (RAAM) on 
June 11

th
, a grueling 

bike race from 
California to Maryland. Finishers must 
complete the 3,000 plus miles in only 
12 days, requiring the racers to ride 
about 20 hours per day. But Jose’s aim 
wasn’t just to ride cross country. His 
mission was to raise money for Habitat 
for Humanity. 
     José Bermudez, the Dean of the 
College of Liberal Arts at Texas A&M, 
was motivated by something he noticed 
on training rides throughout the Brazos 
Valley. “There’s a lot of poverty around all of these counties,” 
he explained. “I think people don’t realize the unequal income 
distribution. In the rural areas it becomes pretty glaring.” 
     So José decided to dedicate his race across America to 

raising money for low-income families in need of decent 
housing. He personally financed his race and asked friends 
and members of the B/CS community to support him by 

donating money for a Habitat home.   
     Just 135 miles into the race, José found 
himself in a California ER warding off acute 
kidney failure. But that only kept him off the 
bike for ten hours. He was soon back on 
the course, crossed the West and climbed 
the Rockies. He managed to avoid and take 
shelter from a tornado, but couldn’t 
overcome a condition called Sherman’s 
Neck, which made him unable to grip the 
handlebars and brakes. It also forced him 
to withdraw at mile 1,550 in Kansas. 
     José has raised over $13,000 and it’s 
not too late to give. You can still donate in 

José’s name at www.habitatbcs.org. 
     Thank you, José, for your extraordinary contribution and 
example of service!  And congratulations on your outstanding 
performance in the RAAM! 

Drück helping in the ReStore. 

José Bermudez racing in the RAAM. 
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Habitat dedicated three homes on June 22!Habitat dedicated three homes on June 22!Habitat dedicated three homes on June 22!   

Left: Rico Family with Wells Fargo 

sponsors (Corporate Challenge). 

Middle: Green Family with University 

Title sponsors. 

Right: Erica Mosqueda with Jonathan 

Cheung of Aggie Habitat. 

http://www.habitatbcs.org

