
“I’ll never forget it. September the fifth was the day they came and told me that I was approved for a Habitat home. 
That’s the best news I’ve had…I shouted. I must have shouted and shouted,” Patricia recalled. 

Her new Habitat home will be a big change. “I currently sleep on my sofa,” Patricia said as she described the 
“congested” two bedroom apartment she shares with her two youngest children, both teenagers, and her one-year-
old grandson.   

Patricia has four children – two grown and on their own – and five grandchildren.  She loves kids, which is a good 
thing since she’s been a bus driver for Bryan ISD for 20 years. She’s in her first year working with special needs kids 
though, and she loves it. “I’m a big kid at heart myself,” she said, explaining why she loves helping these kids so 
much.   

Patricia’s smile and joy are contagious, but they don’t tell her whole story. “We’ve struggled over the years,” she 
admitted. 

After her divorce, Patricia couldn’t afford an apartment big enough for her and her four kids. So they split up. Her 
two oldest boys got an apartment upstairs, worked and paid for their rent. 

“I’ve always – in the back of my head – felt that I failed them as a mother because I didn’t take responsibility and I 
didn’t keep one roof over our head. We went without a lot of times. I’m not ashamed to tell you we’ve had to go to 
food pantries. I thank God for those food pantries.” 

“I’m still grateful,” Patricia declared, in spite of the difficulties. “I’ve learned life’s lessons from my past and I’m just 
ready now to move on.” 

But even moving forward has been difficult. She applied for Habitat several times, only to be denied. But a Family 
Selection Committee member (Family Selection is a volunteer committee that selects the families that qualify for the 
Habitat program) helped Patricia realize that she needed to clean up her credit and work out a budget. Patricia took 
her advice and did just that. And finally, Patricia was selected to build a Habitat home. 

Once accepted, Patricia didn’t waste any time. She immediately started her sweat equity hours – hours each family 
must complete helping build other families’ homes and finally their own. “There’s a lot of hard work,” Patricia said. 
“It’s not something that’s given to you. You have to work for it. I thank God that I have worked for it. He has given 
me the strength and ability to work.” 

Patricia looks forward to having enough space in her new home to host all of her kids and grandkids. “It will give my 
family the opportunity to stay a tight-knit family but we will have our own space. I will be able to sit down in my 
living room, watch my grandkids come in and out of the front door and play with them in the back yard... It will be 
joy for all of us.” 

“Thanksgiving 2014 – we will have it at my house,” 
Patricia announced. 

“It’s just overwhelming right now. When it’s all 
over and done with, I’ll be a homeowner. We’ll be 
at home. There’s a saying, ‘There’s no place like 
home.’ That day when they hand me my keys, 
that’s going to be the day that I can say, ‘there’s 
no place like home.’ 

I’m grateful. I’m blessed beyond measure.” 
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