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Building homes and hope in Bryan and College Station

Ella Foster’s faith carries her home
Ella Foster and Chelsea Toliver became the newest Habitat homeowners on January 19. Smiles and tears were abundant
as Chelsea received her keys from her sponsor, the Circle of Women, and as Ella received her keys from her sponsors,
Denise Bermudez and the Aggie Women. Ella took a few minutes to share her thoughts with everyone at the dedication
ceremony. Here is her speech in full:
“This has been long awaited. I’m not going to give you my whole background, but I applied for Habitat three times before I
got it. But I knew when they named this subdivision Faith that it was mine. It was mine! It was mine and I had already claimed
it.
Then my sponsor turned out to be Ms. Denise. And the house – even though they got it at 1506 Military – my front door faces
Denise [Drive]. And my name is Ella Denise. So I knew it was a win. It was time.
I have met so many people that have been so helpful. You know, there were days when it was burning up hot. There were
days when it was cool. I want ya’ll to know that I was lucky and blessed enough to have a sponsor that not only gave
monetarily, but she was here every time I was here. She was here every time. You don’t know how much that means that you
not only give money but you gave your heart. And we appreciate it.
And to the Aggie Women, I met so many of ya’ll. And come to find out that half of ya’ll – I either worked at your dorm or been
to your dorm.
I’ve just had a wonderful time getting to know everyone. I want
everybody to come out of here with this: Habitat builds. It doesn’t only
build homes; it builds people. It makes you so strong. It makes you so
strong.
Don’t stop now. Those of ya’ll who have been volunteering, continue
to volunteer. I finished my hours and I’m still volunteering because it’s
going to be me now. When this subdivision is finished, we’re going to
help somebody else. Because just as I was standing in need, there are
others standing in need. We just need to keep it going. And that’s all I
have to say.”

Above: Ella Foster enters her new home. Right:
Chelsea Toliver just after she receives her keys from
Diane Jones Meier of the Circle of Women.

Kevin Robinson named Volunteer of the Month
We are excited to announce that Kevin Robinson is Volunteer of the Month! Kevin has
not only put in over 230 hours of volunteer
service at the ReStore since October, but
he has done so with an attitude and
personality that leaves a positive
impression on all the staff and volunteers
he works with. Kevin has worked handling
donations, assisting customers and
repairing whatever is needed in the store
efficiently and with a continual smile.
“Kevin is so polite and helpful; he’s
great with the customers,” ReStore
Associate Sua Lee said. Kevin’s help was
especially important during the busy
holiday season and now as the ReStore
transitions to new hours.
“Kevin has been friendly, hardworking,
and always willing to help since the first
day he began volunteering,” ReStore
Director Jason Schulke said. “We've really
enjoyed working alongside him, just as our
customers and donors are happy to have
Kevin help them out in the store.”
Kevin testing welding equipment at the
Congratulations Kevin, we love having you
ReStore.
around!

January
Lunch Donors
Local restaurants donate lunch to
our volunteers Tuesday-Friday.
We are grateful for their support!

Thanks to:
BJ’s
Café Eccel
Chicken Express
Chipotle
Chuy’s
CiCi’s
Crestview Retirement
Center
Fish Daddy’s
KFC
Must Be Heaven
Newk’s
Potbelly
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