“Working at these
sites building these
homes was hard work
and I was sore from
the labor, but it was
just so enjoyable to be
out here with these
people. When I was on
vacation I found myself
wishing I was back at
Habitat!”
- Lisa Cuellar

Cuellar Family
Lisa Cuellar understands how to make things happen for her family.
Mother of three and grandmother of five, she was denied mortgage
loans at conventional banks to purchase her own house and was even
rejected the first time she applied to Habitat. “I just had too much debt. I
had too many things in my life I still needed to pay off,” she said.
“So I set out to pay off everything, worked hard, and I applied [to Habitat]
again.” And this time she was approved.
Lisa lives with her daughter, Jessica, and grandson, Benjamin. Before they
moved into their new home, they lived in a one-room apartment where
all three shared one bed, which doubled as a kitchen table and living
room. They had very little space and no privacy.
Once in the Habitat program Lisa immediately got to work completing
her sweat equity hours. Each Habitat family must do 500 of these hours
to qualify for a home, helping other families build their homes, working
in the ReStore and Habitat office and finally building their own home.
Lisa completed her hours in what was probably record time. She even
exceeded 500 so she could help her future neighbors complete theirs.
A cake baker and decorator for Sam’s Club, Lisa works nights to help take
care of her grandson during the days. There were many mornings that
she showed up on the construction site to work on her house after she’d
just worked all night. Sometimes she even brought breakfast tacos or
snacks for the other volunteers helping build her house.
Though a lot of work, the whole Habitat
process has been enjoyable, she said. She is
excited to be a part of the Faith Subdivision
and the community of families that is growing
there together. On February 16, 2013, the
hard work paid off. Friends and family,
Habitat staff and volunteers and Father Ryan
from St. Joseph Catholic Church gathered to
dedicate and bless the new Cuellar home.
Later that day, Lisa and her daughter and
grandson moved in.
Lisa welcomes people into
her new home after the
dedication ceremony.

“I feel so proud to have my own house,” Lisa
said in October. I’m still overwhelmed when I
drive up. It hasn’t quite sunk in that it’s my
home.”

Top: Jessica, Benjamin and Lisa at their
wall raising. Middle: Lisa with two of her
new neighbors in Faith Subdivision.
Bottom: Benjamin, the day the family
moved into their Habitat home.

Lisa described the home as “awesome” for her grandson, Benjamin (2), because he has plenty of space to play.
“He runs up and down the hallway. He just keeps going. He loves to hide when his mother comes home and play
peekaboo! He has so much fun!”

