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If every resident in Bryan and College Station gave $25 to B/CS Habitat for Humanity in honor of its
25th anniversary, we could build 88 homes for local hardworking, low-income families.

Let’s build!
Dear friend,
When Habitat for Humanity first started in Bryan and College Station in 1989, the first
fundraising campaign was called “89 for 89,” and asked people in the community to
give donations in multiples of 89. The campaign ad said that if all 115,000 people in
B/CS gave 89¢, Habitat would have enough money to build the first house.

But the first donation wasn’t even that much. It was just 69¢.
Trish Burk, one of the founders of B/CS Habitat, remembers the letter from a little
boy that contained those coins. “He wrote, ‘I don’t have 89¢ but this is what I’ve got
in my piggy bank. I know how important it is to have a nice home.’”
I’m reminded of what Jesus did with the five loaves and two fish. Just as one little boy’s lunch fed
thousands, our first little donor’s generosity and faith was multiplied many times over. The first Habitat
home – for the Gonzalez family – was completed in 1990. Now there are 246 Habitat homes in Bryan and
College Station, with many more to come. That means that little boy touched the lives of well over a
thousand people. Hundreds of children have grown up or are now growing up in safe, stable homes.
There are still more local families in need though. In fact, we have a number of families already in the
Habitat program that are anxious to begin building their new homes. They’ve been working diligently to
complete their required sweat equity hours and attend homeownership classes. We’re almost ready to
build. We have the property and volunteers. Now we just need the money.

Above: Janice Kelley and her three kids move into their
Habitat home in 1991, the second Habitat house in
B/CS. Janice, whose kids are grown now, will graduate
from Sam Houston with her bachelor's in December.
Below: Patricia Robertson and her family moves into
their new Habitat home last month, the 246th Habitat
house in B/CS.

Will you please partner with these families? If every B/CS resident gave just $25, we could build homes for
88 families. Imagine the impact that would have! But as our first donor taught us, any size donation can
make a great impact. Together let’s continue to build and improve our community for the next 25 years.
Thank you for your support and faith.

Marco Maina
Executive Director, B/CS Habitat for Humanity

A few of our partner families who are ready to build their homes...

Will you partner with them and help us get started?
Habitat homes are not free. Each family completes 500 sweat equity hours, hours they spend helping other families build their homes, along with their own.
They also attend a series of 12 homeownership classes on topics like budgeting, home maintenance and nutrition. Finally they buy the home, essentially at cost,
with a 20-30 year, zero-interest, mortgage furnished by Habitat. Their mortgage payments then go back into the program to help build more homes.

www.habitatbcs.org

