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25 years building homes and hope in Bryan and College Station

Blinn President to chair Circle of Women build
Sylvia McMullen is serving as the honorary chair for the
affordable education. The education gives individuals the skills
2014 Circle of Women Habitat for Humanity build. As
they need to make a “liveable wage,” requisite for supporting
president of Blinn College’s Brazos County campuses and a
a family.
resident of B/CS since 1976, Sylvia is a natural fit for the role.
However, as in the case of those children in Houston,
She believes strongly that the two
challenges in life often interfere. Many don’t have decent
keys to achieving success are
homes or access to good education.
quality housing and education.
But that’s exactly where Habitat for Humanity and Blinn
“The idea that there is a Circle of College can make an impact. Habitat gives low-income
Women that care about raising the families the opportunity to build safe, affordable homes. And
economic standard of other
Blinn College offers an affordable education available to
women and families goes hand in
people at any stage of their lives. The education then gives
hand with education,” she said.
graduates the opportunity to get better jobs and earn liveable
The Circle of Women is a group
wages.
President Sylvia McMullen
of local women who raise the
As individuals go to school and establish homes, they “build
money to sponsor a Habitat for Humanity home each year.
a legacy…and a sense of responsibility” for their children,
Then many of the women volunteer to help build it.
Sylvia explained. They give their children a positive example –
Construction on the 2014 house is scheduled to begin in late
and create a pattern of hope – and break the cycle of poverty.
September.
These ideas aren’t just theories. In fact, many Habitat
Sylvia’s involvement in the Circle of Women stems from
homeowners are living proof. Many have attended Blinn or
her strong belief in the importance of
are planning to. Their
community partnerships to provide
children see the
opportunities for people in need. When
example of their
Sylvia was in law school at the University of
parents and live in the
Houston, she volunteered with Greater
stability of a safe
Houston Partnership and would read books
home. Their future is
to elementary children. Even though these
much brighter and
kids lived in a mission they “still had bright
their hope is real.
eyes.” They were full of hope, she said. But
“If there is a way
then when she worked with high school
for those of use
students who were also dealing with very
blessed enough to
2010 Circle of Women home dedication
difficult circumstances, she observed that
have homes and
the hope in their eyes was gone. Life had beat it out of them.
education to give back to help others find stability and
We need to “create a pattern of hope,” Sylvia explained, so security, I feel like it is not only our responsibility, but our
as children grow up, they continue to believe, maintain hope
obligation,” Sylvia said.
and choose to achieve and excel. As Sylvia sees it, the two
The women involved with Habitat are taking that obligation
keys to creating this pattern are quality housing and
seriously and making a significant impact that will, as Sylvia
education.
explained, “carry on from one generation to the next.”
Quality, affordable housing is the foundation. It allows
“I would encourage other women,” Sylvia said of getting
children and families to “feel settled. There is a sense of
involved with the Circle of Women. “It doesn’t matter how
security,” Sylvia said. Along with the home is the need for
you get involved, but get involved.”

Join Habitat and help us build homes and hope for deserving families!

DONATE NOW

Don Graesser and Miranda Denman named Volunteers of the Month
Don Graesser, also known as the Colonel, has been an integral
and indispensable member of the volunteer weekday crew for many
years. Records show he has volunteered for over 10,000 hours on
Habitat homes in Bryan and College Station. But the actual number is
probably considerably higher.
Don is a West Point
graduate and retired Army
Lt. Colonel. He became a
regular member of the
volunteer weekday crew
while Sharon’s Court,
Habitat’s second
subdivision, was under
construction. He generally
puts in the attic stairs for
Habitat homes and
The Colonel at work. installs interior and
exterior doors, shelves
and rods. But he can and will do anything that’s needed.
Jim Davis, Habitat’s Property Director, recently recalled a time Don
was volunteering a number of years ago. His hand was gripping a saw
horse when he accidentally shot that hand with a nail gun. As that
hand was stuck to the saw horse, he used his other hand to get out
his cell phone… Read the rest at www.habitatbcs.org/graesser.

Miranda Denman works at St. Joseph in the
oncology department, is married and has 2 daughters.
But she still finds time to
volunteer regularly on
Habitat homes.
Miranda first began
volunteering with the
A&M Women’s Club at
the wall raising for
Margarita Sanchez in
February and continues
to come out most
Saturdays. Madeline
Zwicke, Habitat’s
Volunteer Coordinator,
Miranda with her family.
says she really enjoys
working with Miranda.
“Miranda is a very hard worker and is willing to do
the hard tasks at the construction site. She is great to
be around and is always smiling!”
Miranda doesn’t just help with construction. Since
she has a background in nursing, she assists with first
aid when needed. She has been a great help on
Saturdays and we really appreciate her. Thanks Miranda!

Habitat dedicates five homes in July and August
B/CS Habitat dedicated
three homes in College
Station and two homes in
Bryan in July and August.
Visit www.habitatbcs.org/
summer-dedications
to see all five families.
Congratulations to all five
new homeowners!

A Message from Executive Director Marco Maina
Volunteers are the driving force behind our mission. They also serve as
an inspiration to staff, donors and the Habitat families.
One of those volunteers recently sent us an email and I’d like to share
part of it with you. Merrit Cherry now lives in Dallas, but previously
served as a regular construction volunteer and as a member of the
Family Selection Committee. He wrote:
“I have come to believe in a truth that most organizations fail to
recognize: ‘You cannot change a person from the outside in; they need to change from the
inside out.’ I believe that Habitat provides the framework of support for people with desire
to improve their lives, but lacking means to work toward their goals. Any time I meet
someone looking for volunteer work, I always direct them to Habitat. I hope they make
contact and learn to enrich their lives by enriching the lives of others.”
To Merrit, the Family Selection Committee and all our volunteers, I say thank you. And to
any of you thinking about volunteering, come join us. As you enrich the lives of others,
you’ll also enrich your own.

July/August
Lunch Donors
Local restaurants donate lunch to
our volunteers Tuesday-Friday. We
are grateful for their support!

Thanks to:
Blue Baker
Buffalo Wild Wings
Caffe Capri
Cheddar's
Chicken Express
Chipotle
Chuy's
CiCi's
Cotton Patch
Crestview Retirement Center
Double Dave's
Grub Burger
Hot Dogs Etc.
Jimmy John's
Freddy's
Fish Daddy's
KFC
Napa Flats
Newk's
Must Be Heaven
Olive Garden
Pei Wei
Potbelly's
Subway
The Tap
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